
PLEA FOR BELGIAN
SLAVESJNGERMANY
Syndicate Commission of Bel¬
gium Addresses the Gov¬

ernor General.

LABOR TOPIC OF PETITION

Another official document bearing
upon the atrocious enslavement of Bel¬
gian workers in the service of German
occupants of their country was made
public last night by the committee on

public information.
The document, from the syndicate

commission of Belgium, is addressed
to Baron von Bissing. governor gen¬
eral of Belgium. It bears the date of
November 14, 1916. The letter, in part,
follows:
Excellency: The secretaries and rep¬

resentatives of the socialistic and inde¬
pendent labor unions of Belgium have,
with a painful disappointment, taken
cognizance of the answer which you
were good enough to make to their
petition of October 30 ^concerning the
deportation of laborers to Germany,
and it is in the name of the working
classes as a united whole that we are

making a tinal effort to prevent the
consummation of an act, without prece¬
dent, directed against its liberty, its
sentiments and its dignity.

Manifested Their Intention.
Tou say that many industrial works

have been closed on account of the lack
of raw materials brought about by
the isolation caused by the enemy.
Permit us. Excellency, to remind you
that the allied powers manifested very
clearly their intention to permit the
importation into Belgium of raw ma¬
terials required by our industries, pro¬
vided with a very natural provision,
that no requisitions should be
except those mentioned in article 52
of The Hague convention.that is to
say, those necessary to the "occupying
army." and that an international com¬
mission, the commission for relief in
Belgium, should have the right to
supervise the destination of the manu¬
factured products.
Instead of agreeing to such a pro¬

posal. wc have seen the occupying
authorities systematically remove the
machinery, implements, machines of all
kinds, the engines and raw materials,
metals, leather and wool, limit produc¬
tion, aggrevate continually the difficulties
of transactions. When communes or
committees have desired to employ work¬
men without employment on works of
public utility, obstacles have been thrown
in their way. and finally in many cases
their undertakings have been stopped
and broken. Ip a word, as fast as the
most tireless efforts were strained to
employ as many hands as possible, other
men were constantly thrown out of work.

Caused by Labor's Hostility.
You state also that unemployment is

caused by the laborers* hostility to work.
The whole past of our working class pro¬
tests against this accusation with even'
bit of energy that still remains in them.
Where Is there to be found in the whole
world a working class which has made of
such a small country such a great in¬
dustrial and commercial power?
What Is true, however, is that the Bel-

gian workmen, conforming to the same
article fifty-two of The Hague conven¬
tion which only admits requisitions of
labor "for the needs of the army of occu-
'pation and in case these requisitions do
not imply an obligation to take part in
the war against their country." have re¬
fused the most tempting offers, not wish¬
ing to build trenches nor to repair forts
nor to work in factories which manufac¬
ture war materials. This was their right
and their duty. Their attitude deserved
respect and not the most humilitating of
punishments.
Tou refer to your decrees of August

15. 1515, and of May 15. 1916. in which
are mentioned the possible punishment
of any workmen who receive support
and refuse work suited to their capaci¬
ties and carrying with it a proper wsge.
Those who know with what cars and
with what minute detail the conditions
under which the unemployed have the
right to receive assistance have been es¬
tablished might perhaps think that these
menaces were, to say the least, useless.
But. as you yourself say. these decrees
declare in their article two that every
motive of refusal to work will l>e consid¬
ered valid if it is admitted by interna¬
tional law.

Appear Before Tribunals.
For these eases of refusal the German

authorities reserved the right to cause
these recalcitrants to appear before
Belgian tribunals, and later before Ger¬
man military tribunals. It is thereforecertaiiZ that the unemployed hare the
right th refuse to work for any motive
approved by international law. When
summoned before the tribunal thejr
have the right to emptor eonnaalln
their defense and to state ctoarly their
reason* (or refusal. One might, of
course, say that It Is not a question of
obliging the workmen to participate fn
military enterprise: but it is only too
evident that every Belgian deported to
Germany will take the place there of
a man who tomorrow will go to rein¬
force the ranks of the enemy.
We should like to know, excellency,
whether these tribunals carry on their
functions.
You fesr thaf continued unemploy¬

ment may depreciate the physical and
moral status of the workmen. He.
who know then, have more confidence
In them. We have seen them suffer
with a stoicism which exists only in
proud and hi^h souls. T>id not the
splendid idea ««ome from them of or¬
ganizing throughout the entire coun¬
try a vast ch«Jn of educational work
for the unemployed in order to develop
their technical knowledge and to in¬
crease their professional value? The
romite National was not. alas, author¬
ized to undertake this magnificent en¬
terprise. Is U the idea that it is
through force** labor, performed with
Mack despair. .'Ike slaves, that our un¬
happy brother^ will keep up their phys¬
ical and moral energy?
You fea.- at>o that "the assistance

which they receive will at length weigh
down Belgian economic life." We can
with difficulty believe that Belgians, as

you say, have had the smallnesj of
soul to grudge in that form the bitter
piece of bread and th*- little soup which
have formed the, food of so many work¬
ing families for so many months, and
what, after all. do the twelve millions
amount to that are distributed each
month to from 500,000 to 600,000 un¬
employed. in conparison with the de¬
struction. beyond reckoning, of goods
and lives which *he horrors of a war In
which It has not the slightest re-
«' on»ibllity have cost and still cost our
ctuntry? With the most unshakable
f»un in our destinies; we. the most
nearly interested, know that in the
near future Flamjers and Wallonie will
rise again, glorious, in history.

Has Raised Doubts.
furthermore. thf arbitrary and

brutal manner emplojed in the execu¬
tion of tnene *ad measures has raised
all kind* of doubts retarding the ob-

In view. Tlie question, above ell.is to obtain workmen in Germany, for
Cermany's profit, and for the success
of its arms.

Distressing scenes occur everywhere.
The unhappy ones gathered together
in the public squares are rapidly divid¬
ed Into fangs. They had been directed
to bring a small amount of baggage:
they are taken at once to the railway
station and loaded In eattle cars. They
are not allowed to say good-bye to
their families. No opportunity is given
to them to put their affairs In order,
n et the most pressing ores. They do
: .. know where they are tfoins nor
r whrt work, nor for how long. Take.i
: -,ay : t the beginning of the winter.
pt'ov two years of privation!4, having
no further resources and no means to
provide them elves with wan:, cloth¬
ing or with other indispensable articles,
v. hat privations are tfcey goiott to eu-

Provision Made for Six Cases
Among Fourteen of Char¬
ity Body's Opportunities.

TWO DAYS STILL REMAIN

With two days remaining in which to
provide for them, eight of the fourteen
opportunities are still to be filled. Two
were closed yesterday and $2,500, in
round figures, will be required to com-

plete the list.
Opportunities Nos. 4. 7, 10. 12, 13 and

14 have been fully subscribed. The
eight others are just as worthy as the
ones that hare been closed; there Is no

difference In the degree of need of any
of them.

Interests All Ages.
The appeal of the "opportunities" is

universal; (t reaches into all classes
and interests all ages. Nicholas and
Louisa, just children of the class that
must earn money by hard work*
brought to the offlce of the Associated
Charities $8 for Opportunity No. 1.
They had earned the money by gather¬
ing chestnuts and selling them and by
saving their own pennies instead of
spending them for candy and movies.
And a former senator of the United
States, now president of a bank, sent
his check for a sum necessary to close
Opportunity No. 4. By a clerical error
the check was credited to W. B. S..
when the Initials should have been N.
B. S..Nathan Bay Scott.
Yesterday two who already had con¬

tributed to the opportunities sent ad¬
ditional checks, one for $600 to close
opportunity No. 12, and the other for
1250 to close No. 7. Each gave per¬
mission to use any balance not required
for these opportunities In helping oth¬
ers not yet closed.
Nearly two-thirds of the entire sum

needed. $7,228, has been contributed
Just a little extra thoughtfulness and
human sympathy will bring the re¬
maining one-third by Christmas morn¬
ing.

Contributions Received.
The Star acknowledges the following:

Previously acknowledged, $4$6.$0; I*
N. (any one), $5; Miss Eva Harvey, No.
11. $1; Miss Fannie Taylor. No. 11. $2;
M. E. J., No. «. $2; B. H. C.. No. ». $10;
P. G. Pollard. No. 9, $5; Employes John
Dickson Home. No. 11, $4.25; H. H.
Draper. No. 7. $6; Harvey's -waiters. No.
11, $1.79; J. W. V. (any one), $2;
Friend, most needed, $1; M. W. V., most
needed. $1; Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Haw-
ley. most needed, $2; Mrs. C. B. P. Nos.
7 and 11, $1 each, $2; colored em¬
ployes bureau of engraving and print¬
ing, No. 11, $29.10; E. B. Myers, No. 1,
$1: Mrs. Walton, No. 1, 50c; total,
$561.05.
Contributions may be sent to The Star

or direct to the Associated Charities.
John Joy Edson, treasurer, 923 H street
northwest.

These are the opportunities:
OtMilMlli I*. It Six Fatherless

Children of Italy..The flood of mis¬
fortune broke loose upon this little
Italian mother when her husband had
to give up his trade on account of tu¬
berculosis. At first he still did what he
could to support his wife and six chil¬
dren, all undsr twelve, by selling flow¬
ers on the street, as the doctor had
¦aid he must be out of doors. A month
i(o he died.
Amount asked for. $520. Previously ac¬

knowledged. $116.80: Nicholas and Louisa,
$8; Miss B., $2; C. P. S-, $1; F. F. S. and
H. N., $5; T. H. (Star). $1; Columbia
R. A. Chapter. No. 1 (Star), $2; O. C.,
$2; total. $137.80; still needed, $282.20.
Opportunity No. 2: Dots* Her Part,.

Mrs. C. goes out a few hours each day
while a relative stands guard over the
baby, and she takes in sewing. In addi¬
tion to Mrs. C.'s earnings and the help ot
relatives, $8 a week, or $416 for the year,
is needed.
Amount asked for, $416. Previously ac¬

knowledged, $110.80; Mrs. W. I. A., $2- C
W., $26; a P. S.. $1; Mrs. A. B. W., $li
T. H. (Star), $1; Colombia R. A. Chapter.
No. 1 (Star), $2; total, $142.»9; still need¬
ed, 1271.2*.
Oppsilanlty No. 3t Pn$ibia( to

Plea* Hta Mother's (:¦¦¦«. Jack and
Harry, with their industrious, loving
mother, appealed to us. for you must
know that little Harry, seven years of
age. has a weak back, and no one can
look after liim like his mamma; while
Jack, ten years of age. feels thai he Is
the man of the family since his father
deserted, so many years ago.
Amount asked for. $41fi. Previously ac¬

knowledged. $106 30; C. I'. S.. $1- M I.
McN., $2; T. H. (Star). $1; Columbia
R. A. Chapter. No. 1 (Star). $2: K. W. T..
$5; M. A. P.. $2: a teacher, $3.50; totaL
$124.89; still needed, $291.20.

^Opportunity No. 4 closed; oversub-

-
.« »N«|««fcsce

. Few Moaths Away.Mtas. X's
aid died last summer. Besides sev-

entosn-year-oid Julie, there is little Jean
of the lama knee, aad "La Petite Sauter-
elle."
Amount asked for. $260. Previously ac¬

knowledged, $105.30: cash, $5: C. P. 8.. $1-
T. H. (Star). 50 cents; Columbia R* a'
Chapter. No. 1 (Star), $2; total, $I13.80:
still needed. $146.29.

Opportunity No. «t Rattling Agataat
Chronic 111 Health and Poverty.-.Al¬
most constant ill-health lias made the
tight against poverty doubly hard for
this widowed mother. Her five children
w, devotion itself. The oldest child, a

girl of sixteen, never Mrong, has spent
much time in the hospital. Jack, an
ambitious lad of fifteen, is his mother's
right-hand man.
Amount asked for. $832. Previously ac¬

knowledged. $2S6.M0; M. 1-:. S.. $2; F. P. S
and H. M.. T. H. (Star), 50 cents; Co¬
lumbia R. A. Chapter, No. 1 (Star). si
M. A. (Star). $2; cash. 50 cents; L. ('[
Farren (Star). $5: A. I*. H.. $1; c. A. R
$1; total. $316 80; still needed. $515.20.

Opportunity No. 7: A Quiver Full ot
Children..'Ten children in one family
hard to believe these days! The indus¬
trious father, a Greek, died a year ago
leaving Ills widow with ten children un-
der fourteen.
Amount asked for. $6*4. I'reviously ac¬

knowledge 1, S300 06: Mrs. B. II. B.. $250-
F. S. B. (Star). $5; Caiumbla R. A Chap¬
ter.. No. 1 (Star), $2; J. C. Wllfong, $10-
Brother Tom. $5; cash. $7; I. C F ;-V
total. $624.05. Closed

Opportunity !*«,. 8i Four Deserted
French-American Kiddles,.This little
Frenchwoman, deserted by her hus¬
band five years ago. is taking good care

of her four children, under thlri«,.-n
years.
Amount asked for. $<i68. I'reviouslv ac¬

knowledged. $70.05; C. P. S., $ I; X|rw i

\V. \V , $2: F. P. D. (Star), $.V T* II*
(Star), so cents; friend <Ht*n, $2- friend
$1; Columbia R. A '"hanle-. No i isiari''
«: c R. Wright (Kiar.i. $3; i; o e-ftari
$-': cash (Star), SI; total. $31.55; sliii

i needed. $2,6.4*.
Opportunity Xo. »: Future Assets

Versus Present Liabilities .Mrs. B.'s
husband died two years ago, leaving
hor with six children, only one of whom
was old enough to work.
Amount asked for, $520 Previously ac¬

knowledged. $114.55; t. M. G, $i- c w
$25. E. la. W.. $1; A. G. $2; k' K $l'
N. 8.. $1; H. P. K. and H. N.. $5- T H
(Star). 50 cents; Mary R. Hrickensteln.
$5; Columbia R. A. Chapter, No. 1 (Star)
$2; Miss E. A.. $2; total, $160.00; stili
needed. $259.9$.
Opportunity No. 10 closed; oversub¬

scribed.

Opportunity Xo. II.- Mho Will Help
John Carry His Load;.John, a colored

| I* y of sixteen years, the eldest of six
I children. Is striving hard to be the
j bre.-.tlwinner for his younger brothers
arul Pi-stors.
Amount needed. *728; previously sc.

I knowledges, $165.65: 7.1. S. T $1: Colum-
1>M R. A. Chanter. No. l.Starl, $2: tea.-h-

I eis Anthony Bowen School (Star). $4.25
1 tiiwfhera Wmtmc tUsk gohMi 0tari*

Sugar Inquiry Committee Also
Declines to Put Mr. Hoov¬
er's Statement in Record.

BEET GROWERS GIVE VIEWS

Herbert C. Hoover, food administrator,
failed again yesterday in an effort to have
his statement of the situation officially
heard before the Christmas holidays by
the Senate committee investigating the
sugar and coal shortage, also declining: to
put his written statement in the record.
Mr. Hoover, It was announced by Sen¬

ator Heed, chairman of the committee,
was to be heard on Friday, and later it
was announced he would be heard yester¬
day. Before adjourning- last evening it
was decided Mr. Hoover would be heard
next Friday.
Mr. Hoover transmitted to the commit¬

tee a statement in writing, setting forth
the food administration's view of the sugar
situation. By a formal vote the commit¬
tee refused to insert the statement in the
record. Senator Reed said he did not see
the necessity of including it in the rec¬
ord.

Judge Lindley-s Statement.
Judge C. H. Llndley, head of the legal

division of the food administration, made
the following statement in regard to the
treatment accorded Mr. Hoover:
"On the eve of the sugar Investiga¬tion the chairman. Senator Reed, wrote

to Mr. Hoover a letter wherein he ex¬
tended an invitation to him £o place in
possession of the committee any infor¬
mation which might throw light on the
question under investigation.
"Deeming it important in the publiointerest that Mr. Hoover's views and

action on the sugar situation and the
information in his possession should be
presented to the committee at the earli¬
est moment, that the public might be
fully advised as to the situation from
the standpoint of the food administra¬
tion, I, as counsel for the administra¬
tion, on several occasions requested
that Mr. Hoover be permitted to make
bis statement. I was advised through
the chairman that the committee would
be glad to hear from any member of
the food administration, either orally
or in writing, either publicly or pri¬
vately, but at some later date.

Informed of Postponement.
"After waiting- several days and after

public announcement had been made
that Mr. Hoover would be heard befsre
the committee on Friday and later on
Saturday of this week, it was an¬
nounced late Saturday forenoon that
the committee would suspend its ses¬
sions that afternoon and that Mr.
Hoover would not be heard until Fri¬
day of the following week.
"Thereupon Mr. Hoover sent to the

committee a written statement covering
the entire subject of sugar and the acts
of the food administration in conection
with it. The letter of transmissal was
read, but the chairman announced that
the statement would not be put into the
record.
"Later I was informed that by a ma¬

jority vote the investigating commitee
declined to make it a part of the proceed¬
ings. No reason was assigned for this
acion by the majority of the committee.
"Mr. Hoover does not feel that at this

moment she should give the statement to
the press."
Beet growers of westers states were ex¬

amined yesterday and then the com¬
mittee adjourned over until Wednesday,
when it plans to devote two days to in¬
vestigation of the coal situation with
Fuel Administrator Garfield as the first
witness.
The beet growers declared that un¬

less they are paid from $10 to $12 a
ton for their beets next year about 75
per cent of the growers will be put
out of business, owing to the increased
cost of labor and supplies.
Dr. R. E. Jones of Fort Morgan, Col.,

asserted that the wages for laborers
in his vicinity have increased 300 per
cent. All declared that reports indi¬
cate that the acreage in their districts
next year will be greatly reduced.
The farmers, R. E. Whittey of Van

Wuys, Cal., asserted, are willing to
grow beets in response to the patriotic
appeal for an increase in the sugar
production, provided they do not find
out that, somebody else is making the
money.

iEXAlilW
Special Correspondence of TUe Star.
ALEXANDRIA, Va., December 22..

This city soon will become one of the
big ship-manufacturing centers close to
the Atlantic coast when the American
Shipbuilding Corporation completes its
big two-and-a-half-million-dollar plant
on which engineers will begin the work
Monday.

It is Alexandria's Christmas gift.
Residents in the city of all political

faiths are grateful to Representative
C. C. Carl in for his efTorts in locating
the shipbuilding concern here, where
twelve steel ships are to be constructed.
The shipyard will, of course, be a per¬
manent affair, and after the war is over
the shipbuilding business at this plant
will be continued by the company. A
total of 4,000 men are to be employed.

1,500 Join Bed Cross.
Approximately 1,500 members have

joined the local chapter of the American
Red Cross when the campaign for mem¬
bership. which started Monday, ended to¬
night. This brings the total membership
up to about 2.500.
Ali arrangements have been completed

by Alexandria Lodge. No. 758, Benevo¬
lent and Protective Order of Rlks. for
sending out Christmas baskets to the
poor of the city Christ mas eve. The Sal¬
vation Army also will send out a num¬
ber of baskets to poor families.
The annual inspection of Canton Alex¬

andria. No. 1, Patriarchs Militant, 1. C). O.
1".. will take place at Odd Feilows' Ilall
Thursday night. Col. Samuel K. Boyce
|of the District of Columbia will be the[inspecting officer in charge.

Christmas Mail Huge.
An unusually heavy Christmas mail

was received at the city post office. The
clerks and carriers at that office have
been kept busy within the past few
days receiving and dispatching Christ-
mas mail. More Christmas cards pass-i
ed through the mails thin year than
during any previous Christmas.
The hours for the services on Christ¬

mas day will be announced tomorrow;
morning in the vurious churches.
Christina:- music will be given at manyof the churches tomorrow.

Herbert Stansbury and family of
jTucumcari, New Mexico, are spending'the Christ mas holidays with Mr. Stans-
bury s father, I». K. Stansbury, NorthColumbus strecl.

.

! William Roach of Delphi has been
appointed secretary of state of Indiana
by Gov. Goodrich to succeed Capt. EdJackson, who resigned to accept acommission in the National Army.

$36.25; Dallas Jones and family ("Star), $2;total, $210.55; still needed, $617.46.
Opportunity Its. fit V5m1»ryo WageKnrnrrn..Mrs. Weeks, a wldo"5T, Is an

encouragement to those who are afraid
of tuberculosis. Once she had it, but
through good care is now well, so that
she is able to make an exceptionally
good Lome for her four fatherless chll-
uren, under sixteen yean of age.I' Amount asked for. $72*. Previously ac¬
knowledged. $173.05; 1. C. F., $555; total,$728.05. Closed.

Opportunity No. i:; closed,
i 4>jwcriuuiljr Not U dosed.

REGISTRANT COULDN'T
REMEMBER NAME OF HIS
YOUNGEST CHILD, HE SAYS
Dependency questions are caus¬

ing rtflitrute the cmtwt
amount of perplexity la filling
out the questionnaires which
will have been put Into the hands
of 32,000 registered men of the
District of Columbia by Jan¬
uary 10.
A registered man sought the aid

of a member of the legal advisory
board last week in filling out his
questionnaire.
''Give the name, relationship

address and age of each persoa
mainly dependent on your labor
for support," was the question
which bothered this man.
The lawyer asked the wife's

name and the other data re¬

quired, and then asked concern¬
ing the children.
All went well until the regis¬

trant got to the youngest child.
"What is the little girt's name?"

asked the lawyer, pen poised In
air.
"Er, er " hesitated the man.
"What Is the child's name?"

asked the lawyer.
"Honest," exclaimed the men.

"I've forgotten her name. I'U
have to go home and ask my
wife."

ROCKVILLE AND COUNTY
Special Oorrenpondecce of The Stsr. 1
ROCK\ IIjLK. Md., December 22..Im¬

bibing too freely of Christmas "cheer,"
it is charged by the police, John Brax¬
ton, colored, and his wife, Josephine
Braxton, went on a rampage In Oalthers-
burg. this county, last evening. The
two are now in the Rockville Jail with
serious charges against them, and De-]
puty Sheriffs Melvin Etchison and Arte-
mus Sullivan are suffering from in¬
juries inflicted, it is said, by the woman,
When Deputy Sheriff Etchison at¬

tempted to place Braxton under arrest
on a charge of carrying a concealed
weapon, the negro. It Is claimed, dis¬
charged his revolver at the officer. The
latter, however, arrested him. but was
forced to release him shortly after¬
ward when the man's wife Is said to

opened up on Etchison with a

»pUey of stones, one of the missiles
striking him in the face and palnfullv
injuring him. Whan Deputy Sheriff
Artsmus Sullivan placed tha woman;

uJl*.r a.rre"* i( I" "id that she bit ons
or his hands, badly lacerating It. Tha
woman was landed In Jail, and this
afternoon Sheriff William Aud arrest-
edBraxton and lodged him In Jail, too.
Charges of assaulting an officer with

a deadly weapon and with carrying
a concealed weapon have been pre-
fwred against Braxton, while his wife
win have to answer two charges of
assaulting an officer.

Two Marriage Ceremonies.
Rev. A. T. Howard, pastor of the Bap¬

tist Church, officiated at the marriage
here today of James M. Garrett, thirty-
three years old of Gardensville, Va.,
and Miss Duane Earle Flynt, age twen¬
ty-one of Lindsay, Va.. the ceremony
taking place at the home of the mln-
lster.
Miss Nettie May McDonough and Os¬

car Perry Johnson, both of Comus, this
county, were married today by Rev.
Frank Y. Jiggers, pastor of the Meth¬
odist Church at Clarksburg, the cere-

,tlking place at tb« »*ome of the
bride In the presence of a small com-
Pany of relatives and friends.

n,IfMn?TLttee nmm0d at a recent
meeting: ofthe executive committee of
the Montgomery County Chapter of the
American Red Cross to cor>fer with a
committee representing the Mentgomer?
County Social Service League with a

wW.hS fv "J'0* lnta an ngreement
whereby the two organicationn would
jointly employ a county nurse to take
the place of Mrs. Bernardino Means
W»\°re«n,t'y resigned as county nurse
of the Social Service League after hav¬
ing served several years, reported at a
meeting of the Red Cross executive
committee here this afternoon In favor

will oaiK°n' A.8 a r,8ult' ". nurse
will at once be employed, one-half of

Uorn.Sa d by eMh °«*»nlxa-
The exeeuUvs committee named Edwin

W. Broome, county superintendent of
°f "" committee on

^le^wr?n^re^tint?h%^nbtrwhllSbeing prosecuted with vigor, and that
fine results were being obtained, but
that It had been somewhat handicapped
by a false report, which gained consid¬
erable circulation, that any one becom-
lr.fr a member of the Red Cross would
render himself liable to military service
of .some kind.

Christmas Holiday* in Schools.
The public schools of this county closed

yesterday for the Christmas holidays
and will not reopen until January 3. in
many of the schools appropriate exer¬
cises were held, several of the programs
being quite elaborate.
.uLIC<7,!£" l2 1?"^. h*v" h**® Issued by
the elerte of the circuit court here to

Louis 8tang and Miss Ethel May
Small, both of Cloppera. this county
and Leonard Disney of Sandy amine
and Miss Myrtle Virginia Cochran of
Rockville. i

The local draft board mailed 840 ques¬
tionnaires to Montgomery county reen¬
trants from December IS until the close
of business this evening, leaving 1 6401
yet to be sent out. Of those mailed '260
have been returned to the board filled
out and of these fully 90 per cent were
made out with the assistance of the
lawyers who are in daily session In the
circuit court room here from 10 a m
until 1:10 p. m. The lawyers expect a
big rush from now on. and some doubt
is felt as to their abillt to complete the
work imposed upon them within the time
specified.

Decision by Appeals Court.
The Maryland court of appeals has

handed down a decision reversing a de¬
cision of the circuit court for thi";
county in refusing to grant a tempo¬
rary injunction restraining the Ken¬
sington Electric Railway Company
from collecting increased fares on its
line from Kensington to Chevy Chase
lake. The decision restores the former
fare of r, cents between the points men¬
tioned until a suit of the public service
commission of Maryland against the
company, which is designed to force the
company to comply with an order of
the commission regarding fares to be
charged, is finally decided bv the
courts.
Unable to resist temptation to enicv

a little rabbit hunt while snow WM
on the ground. Mark Owens Prank
O William Owens Ind LloyS
Grubb. residents of the upper section or
the county paid for ft" '"deputy
sheriff, who happened to know that It
was against the law to hunt anv kind
of game while the ground was covered
with snow, ran across them and placed
tliem under arrest.

i"»ceu

They v ere taken before fustic.
the rei.ee Thomas R. Hal' a? Pooles
ville. They were fined each «°°and"
costs.

Admit Runaway Marriage.
w- Du2*y- pastor of the Meth¬

odist Church, officiated at the manrfaae
hers yesterday afternoon of MissDeU.
Elizabeth Brown, eighteen vears om
and Bernle Wn,Um BeHorn,-." aged
twenty-one. of Richmond and Char¬
lottesville, respectively. The ceremony
took place at the home of the min-
ister.
The couple admitted being runawav.

They said their marriage would"el
surprise to relatives and friend? h.,f
home. They left for Washington
mediately after the ceremony* 'm"

Sheriff William I. Aud haŝ appointed
John 15. Thompson of ClarksbE. dis¬
trict s deputy sheriff. He had taken
the oath before the clerk of the cir-
cult court here.

Ir

.Tames E. Ashwelt, representative in
Congress of the eighth Louisiana dis¬
trict. was born in Jackson parish,
t^ptitang. f0rt£-«ic]Ujp&Qt.MQ today.

One Incident Is Recorded
Where German U-Boat Met

Sudden Destruction.

SPEED BIG AID TO LINERS

BY RALPH D. PAINE.
Are American armed merchant ships

really sinking any German submarines?
Here is the account of an action fought

by a cargo steamer which leaves no room

for doubt that one very busy U-boat was

suddenly removed from the active list
of the Imperial German navy. It Is
advisable to omit the name of the chief
boatswain's mate who commanded the
gun crews. In his official report he
.t&tea:
"Weather hazy. Saw & submarine fir¬

ing on a topsail schooner, which shortly
after blew up. Changed course to bring
the submarine on our starboard beam
about 6.000 yards distant and lost sight
of her In liaxe. Continued on this course
for two hours and then resumed our

original course. At 2:55 p.m. the sub¬
marine appeared oot of the haze at
2.160 yards on our starboard beam, sne
Immediately opened fire. We changed
course to bring her three points on the
starboard Quarter and returned the Are.
"The engagement lasted thlrty-n\e

minutes, during which time the subma¬
rine fired about forty shots, scoring one
hit under our port counter a foot from tne
water, and causing a leak. We flre<i twen¬
ty-seven shots. The twenty-sixth shot
was seen to hit her Just forward of the
forward gun, and a cloud of flame and
dart gray smoke burst from the hatches.
The crew of the submarine left the gun
and ran aft. Almost instantly the sub-
marine sank, bow first, the stem lifting
high out of the water, so that the pro¬
pellers could be seen revolving. The
steamer was leaking and temporary re¬
pairs were made by the crew."

Mistook Sinking- Boat for U-Boat.
It was during' this voyage that the

cteamer picked up a boat containing
twenty-three of the crew of a torpedoed
English freighter from the far east.
The submarine had sunk her only a few
miles beyond the position of the Amer-
ican ship and the boats had become
separated. Soon after the rescue a de-
.troyer on patrol duty came tearing out
of the eastward and bore down on the
¦hip that flow the Stars and Stripes,
firing two guns across her bow as a
summary signal to halt and explain
herself. The steamer halted hastily,
wondering what the row was about.
The destroyer sheered alongside, vigi¬

lant, suspicious, her crew at their bat¬
tle stations, the officers scanning the
steamer's side. The explanations were
apparently satisfactory, and presently
the destroyer tore off on some other
errand, l^ater the riddle was solved.
When the men from the sunken Eng-
llsh freighter had been taken aboard,
the first officer of the steamer had fired
several shots from his revolver at the
empty lifeboat as it drifted astern.
Scuttled in this fashion, the boat slow¬
ly filled and sank.

x # .The other boats, with the rest of the
derelict crew, had been picked up by a

passing merchant vessel which was
able to sight, from a distance, men
passing up and down the side of the
American steamer, and what looked
like a submarine submerging astern.
This was. In fact, the abandoned life¬
boat. Reporting the circumstances to
the destroyer met a little later, it was
surmised that this honest American
vessel might be a German decoy or sub-
marine supply ship. Hence the sunn-
mons to heave to end the scrutiny '"
search of concealed guu POf";. J°.Jf*Yankee gunners, amused by the incl-
dent, it was proof that Johnny Bull
was right on the job."
It seemed a cruel slant of fortune

that this American steamer which so

brilliantly bagged a submarine should
have accidentally burned at sea on her
next rorago. There was no time to
stretch hose or muster the crew
Ablaze to an Instant, she was one vast
furnace while the men raced for the
boats with death at theirheels. All
hands *ot away, including tne wavygunner^and their cruise in open boats
was made without severe suffering. It
was all in the day's work.

Gunners on Iiiner Call It Sporty.
The American passenger liners, main¬

taining their service almost as regu¬
larly as in time of peace, would j
naturally run the gantlet ranch often-,""than the same number of cargo
boats Tbev sail on an express sched¬
ule and spend little "me in port It Is
no secret that they are fast and wellarme^ able to whip a submarine In s5X wlth guns. The deadly torpedofs another matter, but speed bas so

far been a saving factor. It is what
the gunners on board call "the sporty
life" nor can It be recommended to
people with nervous systems as a rest¬
ful vocation. For example, one oftheBe
liners, daring the flrst six months of
war mad. only one perfectly tame and
routine voyage. Durln*
triffs across there were fights with
submarines or escapes from «°rpe«<>Mu
There 4s also the decoy radio mes

8aP, to beware of. a kind of trickeryat Which the Germans have displayed
great cunning. Such an instance ap¬
pears in a report of the naval officer
commanding the gunners of one of

th"Aboute5rSp m , after we had sent our
radio to report the time of arrival at
the ordered rendevous, received a ca

from some ship using our secret call
and signing as a friendly man-of-war^First he asked In plain language for
our position, but as we did not answer

him he repeated his question this time
using the merchant code w lthout the
cipher. This message also remained un¬

answered. He then called us and said
he had an important message for us

We gave him the word to go ahead
with it This was answered by his
asking us a gaIn for our position. To
this we paid no attention.

COAL MINERS CUT HOLIDAY.

Christmas Lay-Off Not to Exceed
Two Days on the Average.

\ssurances have reached Dr. Harry
A Garfield, t!nited States fuel admin¬
istrator. that the average Christmas
holiday of coal miners this year will

exceed two days. A four or five
dav suspension of work has been the

ln the past, but an appeal was.'5.\o the patriotism of the miners
U,at they Heep up supplies by cutting
down their ordinary period of rest.
The National Coal Association reports
that this request is being complied
with generally with the greatest

ChI?iief"upp"los ,n Michigan have reach-
Mi such a low state that AdministratorrS K prudden has asked manufactur¬
ers in that state to suspend operations

industrial plants from midnight to-
niEht until midnight December 29. The
only exceptions are factories making
war munitions needed for prompt ship¬
ment-

ECHO OF COBB-HEBZOG FIGHT.

.Famous Scrap Caused Giants to
Drop Tigers in Exhibitions.

DETROIT, December It..The failure
af tj,« Detroit Americans to share the
spring training trip with the New York
National club next year is said to be
due to the open break between Ty Cobb
and Charles Herzog in a Dallas hotel
last spring, at which time the Detroit
outnelder and the Giant infielder
clashed in a flstic enrouter.
It is understood here that no definite

arrangements have lieen made relative
to the spring training trip for the
¦Jigera in iJl*.

HENEY TRACES BIG
PACKERS' PROFITS;

"PRODUCERS PAY"

<Continu«d from Flwt Page-)

BIO shares, par value *1,855,000. of the
corporation, which is capitalized at ?».-
000.000.

,I>rtnce appears as the othorlarjrestockholder in the Chicago
Company and the original plan of tn
company, as Introduced In evldonc .

was to give *4.«00.0»0 in "took to the
packers" In place of
bonuses paid them up to that time.

Armour Statement Denies
Efforts to Cover Up Any
Facts Government Sought

Bj- thr AMOclatKl Prms.
CHICAGO, December li.-^J. Ogden

Armour, head of Armour & Co.. tonight
issued a statement denying that any
effort had been made to "cover up" in¬
formation sought by the Federal Trade
Commission now Investigating the
packers, asserting that the commis¬
sion's examiners had been given full
access to the records of the companj.
and detailing his part In the purchase
of the common stock of the Chicago
Junction Railway* and Union Stock¬
yards Companies and the formation of
the Chicago Stockyards Company. The
statement follows:
"Agents and examiners of the *ea-

eral Trade Commission have been giv¬
en full access and have been diligently
at work for the last two months going
ovfr the books and records of Armour
& Co., in addition to which we furnish
ed. some six weeks ago. answers to
questions prepared by the commission,
setting forth in detail full information
of our corporate organisation and |
business, and our interests in subsid¬
iary and auxiliary corporations. In¬
cluding the Chicago Stockyards Com¬
pany. Thus the thinking public will
not be misled into believing that this
was anything that we have endeavored
to cover up or was information only
brought to the attention of the com¬
mission at the present Washington
hearing, as the press dispatches Indi¬
cated.

Asked to Join Syndicate.
"In 1»10. Mr. F. H. Prince of Boston,

who for many years had been the con¬
trolling force in the Chicago Stock¬
yards. visited Chicago and ascd me
if I would Join him In a syndicate of
capitalists. In which I was to have a
one-fifth interest, which was to acquire
bv purchase the common stock of the
Chicago Junction Railways and Union
Stockyard Companies. I agreed to take
and pay for such an Interest, and did
so In my individual capacity in the
same manner as I have taken other in¬
terests in banking and Investment
syndicates during the past twenty-five
years, and as any investor in the coun¬
try would do, having belief in Chicago
as a livestock center and the natural
Increment In value that would accrue
with its development. I acted in con-
Junction with no other packer, and such
action can never be construed in any
wav as anything which might or can
affect the cost of Armour & Co. products
any more than the investments I hold
in banks, railroads, or other stockyard
companies.

"Cannot Control Company."
"This syndicate, under Mr. Prince's

direction, subsequently resulted in the
formation of the Chicago Stockyards
Company, In which I acquired a one-
fifth stock interest, and promptly
transferred the same to Armour & Co.
No other packer ever acquired, or had,
or now has, any stock in the Chicago
Stockyards Company. As should be
judged from the relative size of that
one-flfth interest,' Armour & Co. hs.Xj«not and cannot control the company,
have had no voice in its management,
nor have been consulted in directing its

seems to me highly inconceivable
that any one can l>e led to believe
.eriously that my individual action as
an investor was a preconceived at¬
tempt to find a way to cover up or con¬
ceal alleged illegitimate profit for
\rmour & Co.. In any wise affecting the
cost of our product, our company doing
an annual business of over $500,000,000,
when careful reading of press reports
of the testimony at Washington dis¬
closes that all we have ever received
from our investment was *S8.800 quar¬
terly in dividends.

Charges for Services.
"For the information of the public,

let me add that a stockyards company
Is not engaged In the purchase or
slaughter of live stock, but simply In
operating a public market placc, where
buyer and seller may meet and trans¬
act business, and renders a distinct
service, for which a nominal charge is
made. Stockyards companies' charges
for services are the same today as
thirty years .150. and arc in no wise af¬
fected by who owns their stock.
"If it is to be judged improper that I

or Armour & Co. should own an
Interest in a stockyards company, it
would be equally pertinent to maintain
that we should not own a share of
stock in a railroad which transports
our products, and with equal force
that no business man in this country
should own stock in any transportation
or other facility the cost of whose
service might enter into the cost of
his product.
Urged by Citizens' Committee.

.In the matter of bonus, paid or to
be paid us In connection with the con¬

struction of our packing plant at St.
Paul, last year we were waited on by
a. citizens' committee, urging us to build
a plant there, and volunteering to
raise a bonus to induce us to so do.

Albert Thomas Declares All
Peoples Should Dispose of

Their Own Affairs.

ALUES MISSED A CHANCE

Cablegram to The Bandar Star and
Xew York World. Copyright, 1*17.

PARIS. December 22..Albert Thomas,
former minister of armament, leader
of the French socialist party, in a long
article published in today's Informa¬
tion. asks the entente to give a full
definition of its w4r alms, and points
out that many speeches have been
made, but no action has been taken
by the governments to allow the peo¬
ples to dispose themselves. The Thom¬
as article says, in part:
-Several times In this paper, for Al¬

sace-Lorraine and for Armenia, I have
tried to define, or, rather, recall, what
ought to be the policy of Prance and
the entente. Their policy can only be
Raided by one Ides, by one Incontesta¬
ble principle, and that la the right
which peoples, great or small, havs to
dispose of their own affairs. It is the
principle proclaimed by the French
revolution as a corollary of the rights
of man. It is the principle taken up
by republicans in 184*. at a time when
national revenditatlons could be heard
all over Europe in revolution. It is
one taken up and magnificently af¬
firmed in his different messages by the
President of the United States.

No Other Principle.
,4There Is no other principle which al¬

lows the establishment of a certain law
of right among nations. But how is It
that this idea, which at other times agi¬
tated Europe and whloh so often seduced
or stimulated French opinion, is today
simply the object of vain discourses in¬
stead of being, in these decisive hours
for the world, a guide to action for our
governors and diplomats, and a reason
for hope, holding out and acting by our
democratic masses?
"When the Russian provisional govern¬

ment some months ago. through Tere-
schenko, launched the idea of revising
the war aims, the occidental allies hesi¬
tated. I am still persuaded that these
hesitations greatly helped the bolshevik
propaganda.
"At the stage of the war where we

now are the same problem will confront
all the allies. Germany, it appears, is
going to proclaim peace proposals. If
she does not actually launch them she
will at least organise propaganda to de¬
moralize the different allied peoples.
"To these propositions, or propsganda.

the entente has only one answer to
make. That is to proclaim clearly and
in detail all its war alms revised, or
rather specified, In conformity with the
principles of liberty and justice for
which they have upheld the struggle
against German aggression.

"After the year's events the note in
answer to President Wilson last Janu-
ary is feeble and out of date. The al¬
lied governments have missed an on-
casion which offered itself. They could
have answered the Pope's note. Today
Russia negotiates with Germany. To
a separate peace, which only revolu¬
tionary treason can accept, the en¬
tente must oppose the conditions of
general peace founded on right. Can
we hope?"

The London Daily Mail has begun the
¦publication of an American edition
from the offices of its Paris edition.
The new edition will be for Americans
in France and will carry special cables
and a page of mail news.

We accepted the proposition made, pur¬
chased the necessary real estate for lo¬
cation. and the buildings are now under
way. The suggestion that we divided
or agreed to pay any part to any other
packing concern, or any one else, is
absolutely untrue.
"The raising and giving of bonuses

by citizens in communities to induce
the location, construction and opera¬
tion of industrial plants is a practice
and custom which has been In vogue
for years. We in the past twenty years
have declined many from numberless
communities in the west and south¬
west, which sought thereby to promotetheir industrial development, our de¬
cision always being due to our judg¬
ment that at the particular point in
question a packing plant was not eco¬
nomically essential and could not be
operated successfully.
"The conduct of Armour & Co.

and of myself lias complied with every
rule of business ana legal nroprietv.and I believe that the public will
readily toe the facts in the same light."
Welcome to Swift & Co. Becords.
Ilarry Veeder. general counsel for

Swift & Co., today stated that the fed¬
eral trade commission was welcome to
any of the records of the company that
it wants and denied that any records
had been refused.
"The only basis for the story of a re¬

fusal that I can find," said Mr. Veeder,
"is that an agent of the commission
called and asked permission to inspectthe offloe papers and personal files of
the company. I was out of the city
and requested the agent to postponethis feature of the investigation until
I returned, stating that I was expected
today. In this the agent acquiesced.
He busied himself with other phasesof the investigation and lost little, if
any, time. I am here now and the
papers are at the disposal of the gov¬
ernment."

<

R. C. STARS MARK
TfBNITYOFSERVICa

Complete Trio of Badges In-c
dicating Aid to Nation :

in War Crisis. -

DRIVE ENDS TOMORROVIfc

"Make the trio of service badges
your home complete. Add to the servle^J
flag that represent!? men in the servlc^U
and to the food administration pledp*^card the Red Cross service flar. whlcl*.
indicates how many of your family b*£
long to this great organization of mercr^
and relief." ~

This was the appeal last evening
,

Henry I*. Blair. Washington csmpaig'C
chairman, who hopes that today and^
tomorrow, the last two of the cam^psign, trill break all records. .*

There was every indication tha«^Washington a«aln will go "over xh%^
top" in a war effort, a it already ha~
done in both liberty loan
and the T. M. C. A. war fund dr*vertdepartments alone will turn In
members Mondsy. according: to r»r*Ui££inary reports received last evening r>j^.
Latlmer B. Stine, directing the depart^mental work.

.<

Treasury Yields 4,000. .

Alvah W. Patterson of the Inter!«^Department said that the member
there numbered 3.60«» a:>d that
about 1,00ft members now on l**veJ7^turned they would be canvassed. "

Treasury Department workers reporter
that more than 4.000 already ha<%,
Joined. The Pan-American 1'nion re¬

ported a 100 per cent response from
employes who could be reached. -»

The Buick automobile agency report
ed all its employes enrolled, and xr
service flap with fourteen Jro*^splaced in the window of it*
agency. It Is the plan of the Kc*»
Cross not only to display these :servlepflags Christmas eve. but all the tiin£alongside the food pledge cards
the other service flags.

Drive Ends Tomorrow. ~

.

The campaign will close Monday e\r

ing. Todav there will be booths at
station and at the city post office, bufc.
tomorrow all the booths will be 1'

Opened by woman workers. A consign
ment of service flags arrived yesterwday. and more buttons are expecte-w
Despite the handicap entailed l»y tnr
delay of these supplies the *or**rrLhad a good day yesterday, and Mr. T.iatc.
has promised all those who did not gev
the buttons or flags that they will r»*
supplied later upon presentation <.£
their membership receipts. ¦»

The National Press Club last even*
ing pledged 100 members. The boar<£of governors of that < lub already »'J,U
joined in a body. Other clubs ar. mak»
ing generous response to Maj J.
Hemphill, who is in charge of the clu^
canvass.
Mrs H. B. Soule's auxiliary vest, r .

day reported 401 members, ami otl..
auxiliary leaders who reported mnri
than 100 members were Mrs. A.
Winslow. 117; Mrs. W. E. Palro. 13«»r
Mrs. J. J- Dimon. 101: Mrs. AdolplfWeyL 126; Mrs. William C. Oorgas. 1V".
Mrs. F. F. Fletcher. 12*. and ihrouglt
Mrs T. T. Mclaughlin, for the DtstrlcfJRed Cross Chapter. 234 new member*,
were added.

Red Cross Reports Show ;
Goal of 10,000.000 in Sight*

Reports to Red Cross today Indicate r;
that two more days of campaign w

bring- the goal of lO.QOO.OOO new men w
bers Into sight. Ba.l weather and it^;
effect on transportation an.l rommun
c&tlon have retarded report* and tv ' Iv
it impossible to eel returns from th#-
outlying districts. .

CLEVELAND, Ohio, December :: -»

William G. Rose, director of the I-ikC
division Red Cross membership driver
today received reports from scores ofc
Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky chapter^
indicating these three states will roir
¦up a total of more than 2.000.000 met
bers and may lead the country <>n tlnaU
results.
Today Ohio passed the million me,

bers mark, many chapters doub.r -Hm
their quota. Middletown. Ohio triple
its quota. Indiana's total T<"iuy is .¦f000 and Kentucky's 255.000.
The division total is now 1

members, or S1.000 above it? masiinu#;quota.
NEW YORK, December JJ.With et»

forts redoubled in an effort to exceed th£3 000 000 membership mark set as a Po?kfor the Atlantic division, Red Cross offl«r
cials here today announced eleven citiefjand towns in the division have already
passed their quotas in the national memj^Campaign managers plan to keep ^'ork£Lin» at top speed until December a£extension of one week over the dat»»
originally set. It Is estimated 1.450 oof
new memberships have been obtained i|the Atlantic division during the present
cimpairn. 300.000 of them in New Yorll
city.

The Lewis gun. the invention of IsanC
Lewis of the United States Army.
capable of firing 700 rounds per min«»
ute.

Business Men and Heads of Families
.who usually remember faithful employes and members of their
households at Christmas with presents of Gold or Silver Coin, can

serve their country and help to save the lives of "Our Boys Over
There" by giving instead

War Savings Stamps and Thrift Stamps
For Christmas Gifts

.These war stamps are better than cash, for the reason that they
increase in value. For example, a War Savings Stamp costing
$4.12 is redeemable at maturity for $5. Thrift Stamps, 25c each.

For Sale in Our Liberty Loan Dept.
1505 Penna. Ave., adjoining the Bank

NOTICE TO DRAFT REGISTRANTS
Notaries Public will remain at the bank from 5 P.M. to 0:30

P.M. to accommodate men in the business section who may not be
able to make their acknowledgments on the Questionnaires dur¬
ing business hours.

The Riggs National Bank
OF WASHINGTON, D. C.

Capital and Surplus $3,000,000
Resources over $20,000,000


